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Major London’s Address
The Alamarnce Glearner; May 28, 1914;

Presentation of Coufedérate Monu-
ment to County and Acceptance.

Below wé,gi‘ve the excellept ad-
dress of Maj. Henry A. London of
Pittshoro-at the unveiling ol the

Ja: bloody tight they

cessfil. 8o there were three e
gagements upon the soil of Ala-
mance county. It is no wonder
then that with sych an. ancestry
Alamance sent into the Confeder-
ate ‘Army such brave and gallant
men. )

Do you know (hat yuur county

Confederate monument-in Graham
on the 16th inst., as it was deliver-

ed and as reported by the stenbg-
rapher. (Maj. London. spoke off-
hand.)

The speaker was mlroduccrl by
Col. 'Jacob A Long‘. who gave his
‘speech- to a  newspaper reporter,
but did not kéep a copy and hag
been unable to get the original re-
turned.

INTRODUCTION,
. Col.. Lung said, in part

“It s well for us now and then
to turn aside from the duties of
every day life, and together cele-
1 by some great event in which

th

ing:

ing all

tongue can des:

burg wasevacuated on the n

April 2nd, 1865, Lee’s army -wit
drew, and those men who had bee;
in the trenches there suﬂering'
Jong for tha.s
cat, fighting ‘almost by day. and

BETT

into-th

many men as it had voters i the

ecounty ? There  were nine com-
panies organized . in this county,
and I will briefly refer to-them,

for they are the men whom wc are
called upon te-day-to honor. Theré
were three companies. enlisted for
the ‘war.  Now, you veterans re-
member ' that ‘there .. were two
clagges of troops. The 10,000 snl-

| dicrs raised by the State and com-

p(lbcd of the first ten regiments
ed for three years or the
the others were volunteers
W, ho enlisted for 12 months. There
were . three companices, however
fmm this. county that, enlistad for[™.

we all_have "a- common intereat:l
to reeall the achievements of the
great and good of our own race
and blood, and speak some word,
perform  some
memorial  which  will keep: fresh
in our memories services, sacrifices,
and events that ought-not to be
forgotten. Such oceasions serve to
keep aliver and nourish the gual-
itics that make péople great.
enable "us the better to
¢ und understand that
d mighty emotion—pa-
triotism—which filled the hearts of
the people of this country during
the Revolutionary War and during
the War hetween the States—how
our forefathers _left their homes
and ~fought with Washington .and
Green for” Ameriean Independence
~how these whose memories we
honor to-day, in 1861, left their
homes  and  loved ones from al
parts of -this country, and from all
ranks of society, to assist in driv-
ing back the jinvadeérs of their
State, and if necd be to lay down
their-lives in that glorious- cause.
“The-Daughters of the Confedér-
ney in publishing the name of the
orator en this .occasion omitted
the principal one, Itgelf in the
principal orator on this occasion,
“No living lips however clogiient,
ecould awnken the memories and
touch the hearts of the surviving
men and women ol 1861-1865, as
does  the pathetic utterances of
that silent figure,
“It tells you that there is an-
other thing even greater than win-
ning victories, and that is bearing
defeat like men. It tells you that
he, like his greatest general, with
memories full of the past turned
their faces to the future believing
with him that ‘through the ages one
increasing purpose runs' and noth-
in the universe ‘walks with aimless
feet,) and thut the call to every
man is to do his duty to his coun-
try as he understands it in peunce
and in war, and leave the conse-
quence to Him who rules afl things
wisely and well, i
gy 4 ih

th

act, or direct some|

at—the--- u\r\Lf‘u&gmmng
No\v, for [ear that I might make
a mistake of the matter of history,
I have taken the trouble to get
the pames of the companies and

write them down here, Those
three companies were Company
“A” commanded by  Capt. J. W.

Wilson, who after became Major
Wilgon; and' Company “E” com-
munded by J. W. Lee; who alter-
wards became’ a Colonel, in the

Sixth Regiment. Then there were
Company “I” o - Eighth Reg-
iment, commanded by Capt. Gas-

ton D. Cobb. Those three compan-
ies were enlisted for the war. Now
the other companjes were the fol-
lowmg Company “B” of, the
Thirteenth Regiment was miaed by
Capt. Thos, Ruffin, Jr.,, afterwards
Judge Ruffin; Company “H" of thz
Fifteenth Regimént commanded by
Capt. Jotin R. Stockard, and I bow
in honor to that distinguished vet-
eran who still lives to bless his
country, and by the way he is the
only living captain of any of the
companies who were first elected
from this county. ' Anothef
pany  was “K" of the Forty-
Seventh Regiment, Commamded by
Robiért L, Faucette, and remember
this, that -he remnined its Captain
throughout the entire war, until
the surrender at Appomattox, and
was then * commanding  the regi-
ment and - signed the- paroles of
that regiment. Company “F” oi
Fifty-Third Regiment ' was com-
commanded by Capt. G. W. Al-
bright; that company was in the
Fifty-third Regiment, The last
Colonel in that Regiment, Colonel
James T. Morehead is here to
honor us to-day with his presence,
Company *I" of the Fifty-seventh
Regiment command ed by Capt.
Wm. A, Albright, and last but not
least,-Company “G” of the Seven-
ty-second  or Junjor Reserves,
or  boy soldiers, “God  bless
tmem,” those whom President Da-
vis saidk were the “seed corn”, and
boys though they were, .they
fought as bravely as the bronzed
veteran’s of Lee's Army. Their

that week to Appomattox, and on
the: morning of the Sth of April,
our line formed to charge the -ene-
my, and those men.gaunt “with
hunger and “stupefied from the loss
sleep, for they had been marching
day and night- and fighting at
every turn, I
must have known that every hope
gone, yet when the command to
charge was given, rushed forward
with a yel,
zeal and spirit that” h’ad’a‘nimate;i
thpm in the first Manassas battl
. and’ we drove ‘the” ene-
my back one mile.” The Confed-
federate soldier nsver knew when

night, those men marchéd 100 miles [-

those men  when all} -

and with the same

to - stop fighting; they had such
confidefice in - General Lee, -their
immortal leader, that they would
follow him wherever he told them
to go, and on that very morning
of-the surrender many a bronzed
check was moistened with tears of
sorrow and regret that he was not
permitted to fight any longer.
Against what odde did we con-
tend ¢
Arfhies . pearly three million men
from first to last. The Confeder-
acy sent into its army about 600,-
000, and the North had all the
world to fall back upon for ité

Qur ports were blockaded. No op-
portunity for receiving munition
and.arms or clothing or food, aad
do you know that there were more
foreigners and negroes’
Northern Army. than there were
Confederate soldiers in our army.

Listen ! Remember thse figures :
There were 484,900 foreigners and

186,697 negroes in the Federal
Army, nearly 700,000 men—more

~{than our total army—and yet with

all these odds - against us we
fought them successfully for four
years, -and, at last, we were not
whipped, but just wore ourselves
out whipping-them. While we had
no guns ‘that were fit to shoot at
the beginning of the.war, the old
flint-and-steel ‘muskets we turned
into percussion * * * o as
to shoot differently, and how then
did we succeed? Why, we whip-
ped the Yankees and got their
own guns and whipped them
with them, and many of you many
have shot the Yankees with their
own guns. In the seven days’
fight around Richmond, we cap-
tured 35,000 stands of arms and in
other battles other arms. So that
they had the most men; they had
better arms and equipment; their
-soldiers were better clad; they had
comfortable clothing; they had
shoes to wear, many of you did
not, and yet it took them four
Years for us to wear ourselves out
wh!ppjng them., Why, in the las

The North sent into their|

recruits, whereas we had nothing.

in the
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was it at th° North? They had
everything, medicalasupplits, quin-:
ine, and . everything else that was
proper for the sick; they had all
the resources and supplies that
'were negessary for man to-liveup-
on, and yet they starved and Iroze
to death more of our men there
than all of theirs whodied in the
Southern prisons. Listen ! there
were 270,000 Northern soldiers 'in
our prisons, and of that number
only about 22,000 died. There were
220,000 Confederate soldiers in the
Northen prisons, and of that num-
ber over. 26,00 0died. In othér
words, remember this, -that less
than 9 per cent. of the Northern
prisoners died in' the South and
more than 12 peér.cent. of the
Southern prisoners died in North-
ern prisons, Now, if the South did
treat the Federal prisoners so cru-
elly, what must have been the:. eri-
elty p d upon-our soldiers in
P{ort}:ern pri.sonu?n Oh! the 'uhame,

ate soldiers, I know not when to
stop. No book, however, large it
may 'be could contain all that
that-could be said of them.  Just
one. illustration: I well remem-
ber when a. boy studying history.
It had a:great deal to say about
Sergeant Jasper. When the Brit-
jsh bombarded -Charleston, 8. C.,
in the Revolutionary war, and how
when the flag was shot from the

ed over, seized the flag, and plac-
ed it-back, and.- a monumént to-
day  in honor' of the ‘gallantry of
Sergeant - Jasper. My - friends,
North: Carolina: sent-inte the army
hundreds - of " Sergeant - Jaspers.
Why,: down_at Fort Fishzr when
the Federal flest: was bombarding
the.fort, the flag upon the mound,
the ‘highest point in. the- fort, was
shot down; ;and’ whan"" Colénel
Lambe .called : upon volunteers' to
replace it,"one o
the others began o'cl(mb tlp pole

breastworks Sergeant Jasper jump- |

"SUNDAY ORD:
ICE C]
Tuttl Frutti, Cho

-our Sp
Just Try Ou; Fount:

¢ Wwho followed the immiortal
Lee, and whose duty required him
to carry the last message from oné
commanding officer to another, on
the day Lee surrendered his army
on the 9th of April, 1865, is with us
here  to-day. .He Has achieved
great distinction as a lawyer, as
an cditor, ns a statesman, us. an
orator. I take the greatest pleas-
ure in presenting to you this day
the -distinguished lawyer, editor,
statesman, orator, but above all the
gallant old- Confederate soldier,
Henry A. London of North Caro-
liga,” )

MAJ TONDON'S ADDRESS,

Major London naid:
Ladies, Gentiemen, and last, but
_-nut léeast, My Beloved Comrades:

to be with yod to-day and unite in
honoring the memory of the Con-
tederate  soldlers  of  Alamance
county, but I esteem it a compli-
ment that I do not deserve to
have been sel d to add You

It givea me very great pleasure fmance county..

ToTaust atr FL. TIBNET Aahd Benlion-
ville, the last battle in this State
during the war, was complimented
were nevér buried; many of them
by the Generals in the highest
terms, Another Company was rais-
ed in Orange-dounty, and hall or
more than half its men were from
Alamance county. Ita Captain was
Capt. Robért Bingham. That com-

pany was Company “G" of the
Forty-fourth Regiment, Now, be-
sides these companies organized

in your county, hundreds, I may
aay, of Alamance boys enlisted in

companies . organized in other
counties. Particularly in the First
and Second Regimentss. I notice

in looking over the roster ol one
those regiments, that in Company
“B” of the First Regiment there
were eléven Thompsons from Ala-
I do trust that
some of them are now living., So
that Alamance county seat her full
quota of troops to the Conteder-
ate Army, and the battle-fields of
Virginia attested their bravery and

on this occasion, "As was truly
said by Col. Lnng, the orator of
this occasion i ‘that silent figure
upon. that pedestal, It will stand
for all time to come, though its
lipn are silent, yet its figure and
face are more eloguent than' the
words of any orator, and will
stand as a silent witness of the
past, of the great heroic deeds of
of its comrades, of whom it is a
type, . No county in North Caroli-
na deserves moré than Alamance
county in honoring its soldiers,
The very name of Alamance beto-
kens what is true. The name
“Alamance”. iteelf, in the lodian
language meant “Blue Clay”, from
the stream to ‘which its name was
given, and,” when the county was
created Its name became Alamance,
or Biue Clay, and always its people
have been “true blue.” Even from
the early Colonial times, the peo-ino

their h fam ,and it is well now
to rear this monument to their
memory. Many of them lie in
graves unknown; many of them
were prisoners and died in North-
ern prisons away from home and
loved ones, Their ashes are un-
known, To all of them, as well
ns to those who have graves that
are marked, and are strewn with
flowers by loved ones—to all who
loved them wherever they be, that
monument will .stand as -a silent
sentinel and as an eloquent. ora-
tor to speak of their heroism.

“We care, not whence they came,
Dear in their lifeless clay;
Whether unknown -or known .to
fame, -
Their uuu md coutry mu the

They dhd—lnd wore they 3ny.
The young pcople ot to-d-y have
the

of 6 whenGemnar=
al Grant telegraphed to Wahing-
ton that he was going to.fight it
out on this line if it took all sum-
mer, he changed his mind, h edid
‘not fight it out on that line, but
in -one month’s time he lost more.
men, killed and wounded and pris-
oners than General Lee had in his
army, and they had the world,—
Europe and Africa both to recruit
from, and it was by this constant
fighting” and this ~ constant re-
duction of, their number that .en-

at Appomattox

In every battle of the war North
Carolina
than those of any other State.
North Carolina lost mdre men from

State in the South. Do you know
that North Carolina lost more than
State. Do you know that North

many men as any other Southern

ures, for I never say anythiog in

cannot prove.
in that war 40,275 of her best and

mark you the difference.
10,874; Missisaippl

abled them to compel a surrender

suffered more heavily

Do you know, young people, that

wounds and disease than any other

twice as ‘many men as any other
Carolina lost almost three times as

State? . This is no idle boast. of
mine, but let me give you the fig-

a speech about the war that I
North Carolina lost

bravest boys; Virginia lost 14,784;
ence. Georgia
15,265; South
Carolina 17,082, These figures can-
not be disputed. Therefore, I say
that North Carolina has just cause

the-shame—ofit—Someof yor men
perhaps, were in the Northern
pprisons, and you may, (I am tell-
ing the truth about -it), have - been
been guarded by negro soldiers
who would shoot your comrades
down without any excuse.

North Carolina sent into he Con-
federate army one-fifth of the to-
tal number of soldiers that com-
posed that army; although at the
beginning of the war, according to
the census of 18680.,our white pop-
ulation  numbered’ only - 629,942, yet
the State, of that number of peo-
ple, men, women and children, sent
into the Confederate, army 125,
000 soldiers, and oh! - what sol-
diers .they were; men of Ala-
mance, women of Alamance, chil-

ren of  Alamance, remember
through all -your lives to, honor
the living Confederate soldiers as
well as the memory ol the dead
ones. Oh! it is .a beautitul
thing, eminently. fit and. proper to
erect a monument in front of
every court house throughout our
Bouthland in memory of the Con-
federate soldiers, but, my friends,
while that is something to be com-
mended, and we thank the Daugh-
ters of the Confederacy of the
county for having this monument
placed here, yet let me tell them

and all of you younger people not,
(offorget the living while you hoa~
or the dead. Do not fet it be said
that when they ask you for. bread

It is a custom on ‘the

to bs proud of her C
sons in that bloody struggte’,

slander - upon

regard to the reatment of prlnn

ple of Alamance have been f
for their defense of liberty and for
Jtheiy heroism. Do you know that
moré battles were fought on. the
s0il of the present county of Als-
mance than {n any other county
of the thirteen original colonies?
| Beginning on the 18th day of May,

and the h
whlch the erate soldiers
pinsed during those terrible days.
Let_me illustrate: by ome or two

'ourteenth Regimen! L
county earried. jnto the battie at
Sharpsburg 48 men, and of that

round-

imagine In the jail of

history, and Alamance county .has
greater cause to be proud fo her

There fs one thing to which- I
wish to.alude and Eorrect a base
the Confederate
States of Americs, and that is in

ers. The Northern papers were
filled with pictures and stories of
Mamthhdrwldlmlnm
prison lite is not yluuat, even - !

county, butldouythtmm
the| "

10th of May to place flowers on
the graves of our dead heroes
and to moisten them ' with your
tears,. but oht
do -not_{forget to help and" com-
fort the living . Confederate sol
diers. - The youngest.: of them . is

that you gave them only a stone. ha

while doing that |}

nov-:-o.tpnnh.momdopm s

ships—out
in t‘he water ~there were falling
around him like hail stones in a
storm, yet that boy, for he was
nothing  but - aboy,. that- boy
climbzd up there, replaced the flaz’
in its place amid the cheers ol his
comrades and began . to come
down. He had hardly gotten down
 when he discovered' it had -not
been ' properly placed and. it was
again falling. Without a mo-
ment’s thought or suggestion, this
gallant boy climbed up that pale
and again fastened that flag whéch
continued to - float to ‘the-end of
the battle. I venture to say there
is not a dozen persons in this-vast
audience who ever “heard of that,
and yet every school child has
heard -of Sergeant Jasper.  The
name of that-boy..was” Christopher
C. Bland of Bladen county, North
Carolina, a member of the Thirty-
sixth Reg'ment. .
Any comrade here would ‘enter-
tain this audience much- better
than I can with their own rem-
iniscences, and il - their modesty
would permit, with their own
deeds, 8o ‘that my friends you do
well to honor. the Confedérate sol-
dier- all ", yop ‘ean,. both the living
and the'dead. ‘Not many years be-
fore " the last of them. will have
ay. THel¥ ranks are fad-
80 rapidly. They will, at+
tend but a’few more reunions in
his world, g b
to come they may

- | object lesson

“yonr wants, .
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we are gathered together here to
day. We have met, with many di

-and l
many obaanles, but now .our heart
are filled with rejoicing, and w
eall on you to rejoice with us, tha
at. last our efforts havq'bee'
crowned with success.

It “is with grateful ncknowledge
ment of the assistance rendered us
that, in the name of The Grahar
Chapter United Daughters of th
Conféderacy, I now present t
you, Mr. Chairman, as the repre
sentative of Alamance county, thi
monument, .which shall stand as
lasting -memorial to the loyalt;
patriotism and devotion to duty o
our brave soldiers .of  Alamance
snd not only to‘those who “count
ed not their lives dear unto them
selves,” but laid them down on th
altar of their country, but nlso t
our old veterans who are atill wit
us, and who are fast

“Crossing over.the river to res

Under-the shade of the trees.”

‘ May this monument stand as a
futiire generations
(reminding - them that; - these thel

forefathers were the  very flower ‘o

~"Southern chi llri, and- that’ ik




