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”‘Tﬁmh the Caﬁsa for Whieh the S:mih-’
. erm Soldler ied Was Unsac@esafal;
The ?riumyils for Which he Fen:at
- Sun Liveses l%‘e the State Which Seélls
Her Bir;kri;ht no Day ot, Redemp;iaa
"i}an Ever l!tvts—-la Honoring its
* Dead NorthC aroiiaa Honors Herselt.

xr Ohairmau My‘ Camrades aﬁd
"Friends {
You meet hete to-day to perfarm one -
of thé most pious and sacred duties
which human tearts can -feel, and bu-
man hanus can'discharge, that of doing
honor to our nagble dead who fell in de-
fense of a lost, gnt to us, a patriotic and
just cause. Ia?thm honoring the pem-
ory of these braye martyrs, you do konor
to yoursélves. biut the dedication of this
aoble monume*d@ will be a mere id'e cer-
emony if it hasinot a deeper significance
than the mere donsecration of it by pray-
~er implies. © With its. apire paifiting to
heaven, and its foundation laid deep in

the earth thit Ho'ds theé , ashes of our
dead comrades,/1t may: defy the bempest; |

and the corrodipg touch of time, to tell
t(} future generations that the brave sons |:

and noble daughters of North Carohina
erected it to ma‘;rk the| ﬁpoﬁ ‘whire (.ﬁm
‘federate soldiers . o

- #«For faith %and far frepdam’ | g ".
Lay s¥sugnm1§ed in vaim”

It may accomplish all thes» worthy ob
| ieets telling at| the sams time of tha
ove and veneration in which you -hold
the m:mory off our hervic' dead, but
it seems 10 me that the solemn cerem«
_pies ot this' dedasion should typify fir |
more than all these things. They should
‘impress on our minds, and we ghanid |
‘teach our children that the men resting |
here, and the thonsands -of their com-
_rades who are sleeping on the fi-lds their
“valor won, were neither rebels nor tra
tors;. that they iwerd fre?mam who bé-
*Meﬁ as firmly as they did in tne ex- |
istence of their God, that their cause |
was right; th: at they were the.sousof
the men who gave their,blood torestablish -
the liberty of Amﬁﬂea., that they had |
contributed their full share to the gif;ry,
the genius, the/fame and the prwperity
-of the great Republic founded by 'heir
fathers; that they were the equals of the
profdst id that Republic. aud- that,
“whateyer w1y be the verdict of Ht&tﬂ!‘y! f
the mén who the gray bave Dot
ing to be asha ed of.
It makes sm 41l differenca here, and ;t
wwill make nong at the last great day.

~ when the acti01

hs of all men are weighed
“in the scales held by the mpartial-hands
of the Almuzht Ruler of the universe.
r cause was suaeeessful or an
. Gad does not judge as ma
, gnd walm tmwheﬁs told ia the

- yourse ?m, zav fﬁeﬁd& ;
y_ that false dictrine— |
th, to your country and |
vhich tells you that as |
the principles for |
are forevar oblire-

%i't and ot |
' A great
vhaaw 1t ema- |

"“M ﬁyﬁﬁfﬁﬂ | record
maﬁ&am hat, as our cause was
fsabmitwd the arbitrament. of the.
| ,, ; sal lies from| the igrdis;;
| was rendere >aa§;insi: us, .- |
. This doctrine|is as peroidious ag it i
false, and if-we accept-it, we shall brand
@ar heroic dead, as well as the Tiv ng, 8
tors, branding ‘all alike with desirved

' 1 the living ~oldiers who fol
iewad the starry eross through the storm |
of 'war, who l9oked so proudly as that
banner ‘‘brave the battle and the
Breeze,” ever cphnsent to'denounce their
dead eomradesi Willlthe snns of these
men forget the/sufferings, the sacrifices,
the heroism.of {their fatherst Will the
women of the &}nth who for a quarter
of a century hdve so tenderly and rever
ently cherizhed the me¢mory of our dead,
aver be willing to brand them as traiv
ors? Ah, No!! Tnesg shings can never |t
bappen as loug as [tfurh, patriotism, | ¢
honor, virtue and its syhgn:m, courage, | ¢
are respected, 4s long as the fane of the | ;
men in gray rolis squnding’ down the |
!
:
:
i
]

ages, a8 Jong ag_ the page of History is
made iaatms'by_ the. names of Lee, of
Johnston and qr Jacksgon'

Let me not be uaderstood as mbwg
to. reawaken sectionsl animosity, now
fappily dying out, nor as coungeling one | ..
act of disloyalty to the restored Union. |/
I reeognize, as every true Counfederate |
soldier should do, the supremacy of the
Constitution, the mtegri{y of the Union. .
and all the obligations we assumed when |
our arms werejlaid down. The South ir
wow an integrdl part of this great Re |
public; the flag Gf the latter waves un |
challenged from the rock:ribbed coast of |
Maine t@the olden gate of the :bright’
Pacific and ?ar‘-ei! ~Alaska,  from the |
snow-growned | mountatns of the Narth
40 the orange groves of Florida; andiit
is the duty of gvery patriot to make thix
- gonniry of emg the fit abade of freemen
for all time toicome, but 1 appeal earn
estly and reverently for justice to my
Tenfedorate ¢ mradesg liviog and d@ad ‘
They - discharged 'their duties as the)
saw them &;a:‘avaiy and.  heroicalw, !
~and G4 al ;éﬁﬁ can and will judg.
; ﬂ%ﬁiﬁf they were “right or.w-oag. L'

woald mrmm’iy ill become us to almi
- that, neicher jasticy nor right was on
pur »ide, and every brave man who me!
ms in battle [would just'y despise uy-
smere wo to dojso. No earthly, tribunal




