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Prof. Mitchell’s Monument Scarred. Asheville Citizen.
News and Observer Chronicle; August 29, 1894;
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Erof. mit
{heville Litizen.
novedible as it V|8 peartha
briqnzsa monumsant ereats éevsral
years ago on Mitcheil's egk to the
memory o meeseor Elisha Mitoh- |
ell who lodt his hfe he exp!ora
ticn of Blask Mounf{ain, has besn ;
brytally deseorated, dnd the nature

]r;f {he van ahsmj shows | thas aists to

ens “'éhrred’

deslré notoxleby 13 fhe expsnse
ef the proprieiies aco rded by civils |
iz txon to {he sanctiti sdf the grave. |
Omzs réporter, who zpade tue
askfnt of the Blacks {0 the peak on
Saturdsy last, has rethrned to Ashe
,\Vi,li iand |states the d:{ﬁ urement

f ¢he shaft- and thg condition of |

0
“t grave-to be of t.hl raf deﬁcrip
tion, P

|The flatlened surfape of tihe grave

rofesspr Mitchell, within its low
1 of rogk . the highest point-of
t is but littld better than a
trash heap; scaitersl over the in.
s of broken
nants Iof laneh
:g, battered sarddine cuns, rooks,
‘from the dilapidatsd |w.ll, fhe litter
of ghavings from' balssm B8 and
rgfuse :eément that| at oune time
unijed “the metal bdse of the shafs
th its rock foundsijon, b}at which-
now - displays a broken and un.
sightly joint » e
‘The nam«# of 68 a0 tsneﬁy seekers
atejto be seén ‘on the mbnument,
ith residence lines from Asheville,
wLatesulle, Msrlon, Weaverville,
| Jupiter, Newbern and Grednvilie,
T‘fqn. One pauel il covered with

the nemes ofg large part oz@dnted
South Toe’ River; another space
is tpken up with a pold scrawl of
; *nmal slaghed with
sny of the sutcgrdphs srel|
without the. place of repidencd. -
wSome of the marking hus;been
q in the metal mbanument with
the point of a shadp inste h:ent,
| others are penciled; some are
roughbly dome in chazcosl or ¢crayon
and stjll others bad appsrently been
engraved with pieces pf sharp bdgea

rock. No portionjof {the shaft from
m age to the apex bas e*cude the

e of the vandsl—the trisl of
the leerpent is over it|all |

ere are wo ugly spots on the
pangl of the lowest gection to the
left|uf the space devhted to. e in-
soription, that were evidently caused
by lbullets shos against the true
tore. Tke depth of the indents
tions, with the. pdouliar enmy
s that epringr { pm the gentre |

hpv been aimed with the ign-
anoy of s fiend, shows on an - pper
panel where an:axe blade ‘has bsen.
driven clean throughithe meta] and
into|the hollow of the shalt  |The
out slants horisontally across the
n 1 and st the lowdr corner i]l;ere
gged tear of fhe metal
the eapon had been wrenuhd to
'ftea it. from the slit.
| The monument is’ shatt tbput
15{ ot in hexgh# that wags trans-
ﬂor d with great labpr to its mes
ent slte in seotions | The sections
were “set up end bolted togaﬁl}er,
ten which the struéturs WAS 8-
o) red to. the rocks|by iron gay
rods| THe materisl pf which the
8 sf is built is 8 whife bronza me-
pauranora[ of
I

n,| the tnppg:
Prof, Mxteheu; in
the gurveys of the p4thless moun

tain heights and who | fecovere the
-oorppe of the explorex from the ppol
at the oliffs over which he had fali-
o0, was met in the mophntaias by the
Oih an on Sunday, gdiding a l;ty
from the Yancey side| to Ashey 1{9.

The | disgraceful condition” of| the
ahut that marks the| grave o ig
illustrions friend was uppermast in |
the jold" guide’s mmd and his form.
ahbqk with anger as he deno nced
the miscresnts who had enuae ths
deﬁ],oment.

Ea said that it w 3 bahequ in
the Toe Blver aettlemntﬂ that the
mtni who had perpettated the. out.
rage with the axe had| left the ¢ un:
try to avoid the arregt and punish-.
'ment that seemed iile 3
his ut had become k




